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ABOUT THE DEPARTMENT
Originating in 1967, the Department of Linguistics offers graduate 

degree programs (M.A. and Ph.D.) in three areas: Theoretical 

Linguistics (generative grammar: phonetics, phonology, morphology, 

syntax, semantics. pragmatics), Language Variation (sociolinguistics, 

dialectology, language variation and change), and Psycholinguistics 

(language acquisition, comprehension and production).

The department is part of an energetic academic community that 

includes numerous linguistic colleagues throughout the university 

itself and in neighbouring universities. 

The Department of Linguistics guarantees financial support 

packages of at least $15,000 plus tuition and fees to eligible 

doctoral-stream students for up to five years of study (1 year at the 

M.A. level and 4 years in the Ph.D. program).

Susana béjar
Syntatic theory, morphological theory, inflectional 
systems

Robert I. BINNICK
Semantics, pragmatics, Mongolian language

J. K. CHAMBERS
Language variation, Canadian English

Elizabeth A. COWPER
Syntactic theory, syntax/semantics interface, 
morphosyntactic features, tense and aspect

M. Cristina CUERVO
Syntax, morphology, second language acquisition

B. Elan DRESHER
Diachronic linguistics, phonology, learnability

ELAINE GOLD
Historical linguistics, language contact, Canadian 
English, Yiddish, Hebrew

Atiqa Hachimi
Sociolinguistics, language and gender, dialect 
contact, Arabic

daphna Heller
Psycholinguistics, semantics and pragmatics, 
Hebrew

Michela IPPOLITO
Formal semantics, pragmatics

Alana JOHNS
Morphology, syntax, Inuktitut

ARSALAN KAHNEMUYIPOUR
Syntax, syntax/phonology interface, morphology, 
Persian

YoonJung KANG
Phonology, Korean, phonology/phonetics 
interface

ALEXEI KOCHetov
Phonology/phonetics interface, phonetics, cross-
language speech production, Russian, Slavic

Diane MASSAM
Syntactic theory, argument structure, case, word 
order, Austronesian

naomi nagy
Sociolinguistics, heritage language variation 
and change, New England dialects, Montreal 
Anglophones and French, Faetar

CHANDAN NARAYAN
Adult and infant speech perception, phonetics, 
phonological processing

Ana Teresa PÉREZ-LEROUX
Child language acquisition, syntax, Spanish

Keren D. RICE
Phonology, morphology, Athapaskan

Ron SMYTH
Psycholinguistics, language acquisition, 
sociophonetics of gender and sexual orientation

Sali TAGLIAMONTE
Sociolinguistics, language variation and change

Parth M. BHATT
(Department of French)
French phonetics and phonology, creole 
phonology, neurolinguistics

anne-marie brousseau
(Department of French)
Haitian Creole, Fongbe, St-Lucian morphology 
and lexicon, derivational morphology, French

Craig CHAMBERS
(Department of Psychology, University of Toronto 
Mississauga)
Psycholinguistics, sentence processing, lexical 
processing, language acquisition

Laura COLANTONI
(Department of Spanish and Portuguese) Sound 
change, phonetics and phonology, second 
language phonology, Spanish

Rena HELMS-PARK
(Second Language Education, OISE/UT) Second 
language acquisition, first and second language 
lexical acquisition, reading processes

ELIZABETH JOHNSON
(Department of Psychology, University of Toronto 
Mississauga) Infant studies, language acquisition, 
speech perception, developmental psycholinguistics

Emmanuel Nikiema
(Department of French)
Phonology, variation, syllable structure, language 
education and planning, French, Romance, 
Creole and West African languages

alejandro paz
(Department of Anthropology)
Pragmatics, interaction and textuality, language 
and ethnicity, linguistic anthropology

Mihaela pirvulescu
(Department of French, University of Toronto 
Mississauga) Child first and second language 
acquisition, bilingualism, the syntax/morphology 
interface (verbal agreement paradigms), French

Yves ROBERGE
(Department of French) Syntax, variation, 
inflectional morphology, language acquisition, 
French, Romance languages

JOSEPH SCHALLERT
(Department of Slavic Languages and Literatures)
Slavic accentology, Balkan Slavic dialectology

Jack Sidnell
(Department of Anthropology)
Conversation analysis, pragmatics (deixis, 
presupposition), pidgins, creoles, language 
contact, anthropological linguistics, Guyanese 
and Vincentian creoles, Vietnamese

Jeffrey STEELE
(Department of French)
Second and third language acquisition, 
experimental phonology, French

GRADUATE FACULTY IN LINGUISTICS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO

THE UNIVERSITY of Toronto
Founded in 1827, the University of Toronto has been recognized 
as Canada’s top university and one of North America’s best public 
research universities.

U of T offers teaching programs in 17 academic divisions. Its programs 

are held on the historic St. George campus in downtown Toronto, on 
campuses in Mississauga and Scarborough and in nine fully affiliated 
teaching hospitals in Toronto. Its library has over 15 million holdings 
and is one of the top 4 research libraries in North America. Situated 
in one of the world’s most multicultural cities, the university and 
surrounding community offer outstanding resources for linguistic study.
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